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MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant to the Director
SUBJECT : Point Paper for DCI re Aviation Week Allegations

Concerning the CIA BACKFIRE Assessment

1. No directions concerning judgments to be reached on BACKEIRE
were given to the DCI or other Agency officials by Secretary
Kissinger or other higher authority.

2. No instructions have been given by the DCI or any other official
to CIA analysts or to the contractor to reach any specified
judgments on BACKFIRE. The only instructions given by the DCI
were that the analysis should be thoroughly conducted.,

3. Information from all sources available to the U,S. Government

-~ have been used in the CIA/contractor analysis. No information
has been withheld either from the CIA analysts or from their
contractor.

4. The present judgments reached by the CIA are the results of an
' intensive effort begun 15 months ago to ensure that all sources
of evidence on BACKFIRE were analyzed in depth. This analysis
was a continuation of earlier work.

5. CIA has no policy responsibilities and therefore can and is in a
position to let the evidence lead to judgments independently of
any need to justify other actions or programs.

' - ~ ETTICST (. Zellmer
Acting Deputy Director
for
Science and Technology
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